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Tia. TO THE ge > 
Sir Lawzence BrowreinD, 
Knight , and Colonel in 
LONDON... 
_ Honoured Sir, er 14h | | 5 T 
» aaa Ou havebecen pleaſed (in orderto compoſure 
DBZ of our unhappy differences ) to ſuggeſt unto 8 _ F 
grave and learned Divine, a conſiderable caſe af 


PS ' Conſcience Relating to Church-Diſcipline ,, 
KS ( viz. )T he conſiſtexcy of Epiſcopacy with the 
SS Solemn League and Cov:nant, and you have 
#22, . thereby produced his Reſolution unto the looſing 
| of Saimt Peters Bonds, as he is pleaſed ro Entitle ic ; - You 

may Sir;remember, ir 1s So/omons experienced Rule, It i «4 
ſnare ( o: ftumbling ſtone) to devonre boly things, anil after 
vows to make enquiry: ( Howto keepor retract them ( ſaith 

CMercer) for that, indeed, many times, the Reſolution proverh 

| more entangling than the Obligation ; I wiſhchat this were not 
| found the unhappy fare of Dr. G auden his ſence and ſolution of the 
Wh. Covenant mn pornt of Epiſcopacy, | Tix” LACS 
| -* Truly Sir,according to that 1'ttle skill thac T have in things of 
| this riature, this Reſolution ro your enquiry is ſo ſadly ſhipwracke 
| on the wncertaimty of the ob jet, inadvertency of expreſſion, and 
Awbecnllity of Aoſweraed Argument, thoſe three Rocks that 
-QJ | A 2 


P:0.20.25; 


iC. 25 


lay- 


Read 


0 <_—_— 


b 
: 


lay-way conſcience-ſatisfa&ion ; that it cannot arrive at its 
defired haven'; but notwithſanding irs Angelical voice will 
leave Saint Peter .as fait tettered as 1t found-hinvs. If Sir I-may 
do it without. offence, T would make bold to diſcover” it thar 
ſome other atrempt for Saint Peter's reſcus may. be under- 

taken. o be Au | 4 | SR - bs 

. * Firſt, Sir, th2reis not a greater danger to be ſhunned by a 

al ofthe ob. Caſu;ft , than @ miſ/akeyor aicbrrain Propoſal of the objeftor Ra- 


#4 


- je&. tio formalis of the ob1'gation ſcrupled and robe diſcharged , which - 


giverh.occahoa to the icrupulous conſctence/more tatily ro'ftart 

from the molt pinching Concluſions thatarepur upon it f and 

herein Sir,if I miſtake noty-the Dc.is very unhappy ; forthe pro- 

pounds Ot objeftzor Rate forlials.of thy Cbvenantzurider the 

general term Epiſcopacy ; the which he well knoweth, is own- 

edas an appellattoi common to ail 2ng every; the Governours 

Aft 20.28, Of the Church, who are in Scripture denotfrinated Biſhops ; and 
by 200d demonſiration Bifhyg and P xt5vyrexhaye been afſerred 

ro be ſynoptinouFirles of Church-Officers Sand are-found to 

| have been ſo uſed —_ _—— ons of Church , and 
Writings of the Fathers ; and in this Ince the Epiſcopacy which 

ng ce he fppoſerh ro be the obje& of the. Covenant, LR only 
conſiſtent with the Government of the Church .by rhe, Mwniſters ' an 1 Officers 
the Corcnanr. thereof, ' who may, and muſ:in thekr ſeysral Ailemblies.< 9rdis. 
ns tauſa.). have aPrefident. 0; Modera;or, co rexulare. and. dis 

ſpoſe alt things which belong to Order ;. as in all policy-ro” rhe 

hair belongeth ; and if this bet he. means by his. Ep:ſcopacy 

Primitive, Regular, Reformed, and paternal Epiſcopacy : Whic I 

could eafily imagine when L obſerve the Emphatis of his univer- 

fal ciſctetive..e Al Eji/copacy,page gs and elſewhere often-men- 

a" ! tioned, 'ar\d that ia an oppohtion to ſon;e Epiſcopacy abjured 
and fit to bt extirpated ; and that its explained by the adjun&s; 
Reformed and Regulated as it onght ta be, as page 8, and op« 
poſed to an Eprſcopicy the confeſled Subjzet of abuſive exceſſes 
ard. deſefts. not only in the execaticy ,of its authority , through 
the faults and infirmities of ſom: Biſhops and their infiry> 
merts ; who. poſſibly were.:not, ſo worth; and good ; or not ſowiſe, 
and diſcreet, as became ( hriſtian Biſhops , and_Eccleſiaſt ical 
Govermurs sf Chriſts Church , but alſo in-the very inconvenis 
cy of ine, Conftioign ond Caltons fn Enghad apege.10,.1m 


. 
—a 
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(3) 

- bach which heconfeſſeth, page 21. there needeth av' hou:ff and 
Srigenuorna Reformation of Epiſcepaty , beyond the farmer exceſ®® 
, fue, or def-tive conſtitution, or executiin of it: And mere 
; particularly by. that Explication which is annexed in page 14. 
The. efficacious conjunthion” of 14 with Presbytery according to 
the Keduil:on of the moſt reverend Primate of Armagh and the 
\conſiderations of the Lord Verulam offered ra'King James : IF 
-I fay; thisbe the Ep:ſcopacy hemeans, I fumbly coaceive in his 
\ Book hedoth ſudare de rngrs, labour to little purpoſe, forſo 
farre 1s any incelligent Covenanter from tooking on their /o0k+ 
ing back. to the Prmitive, Catholith 5 and Univirſal governs 
ent, uf this, or any other ancient Churches ; ti eadaager the 
ju-nng' of them into Pillars of Apoſtaty, as Lots wife was into 4 
Pillar of Salt, that they judge an arrival at ic , tob2 their Zoar 
#n their efcap? from Sogows ; and hereof he mi; hr have afſured 
himſelf by what (page 22.) he profeſſetlhimſelf ro krow ro have 
been the ſence of th: Learned men inthe late AJenbly of Divines, 
and by Mr. Marſhal's Declaration, that the Covenant was le- 
velled at the Driporicum Tyrannmocum Regimen ;\ there® are no 
Covenanters that know any thing of the true narure of Preſ- 
byrery, but they wiltembrace this Epiſcop:cy as not only con» 
fittenc wich, but the very complement of the Covexart as to that 
po'nrand Atricle ; and will confeſs this is not only the Foneſf, 
but. /iteral and. complexive meaning of it , and with him wilt 
condemn them for rigid Bigo:s * and wirulent ſpirits, to be 

flighted , not friven with , who conceive themſelves bound a- 

oainſt ſuch-a Primitive, Reformed , and Regular Epiſcopacy un- 

der ſuch a reduRion (as I conceive ) would' prove the formal 

eorruption of the* Epiſcopacy covenanted againſt, and1 hope. 

he will find few; vexy few ſuch covenanters in En /nd, 4's 

But if Sir, by Epr/copacy he mean ( ab T muſtconfeſs I ani 

fealous he doth )) that frame and fabrick by which the man of 

fn was made manifeſt, did advance himſelf in the Temple of 

God, above ( not only alt his fellow "Miniſters or Biſhops J).14.. 1.4. an4 
but even Magiſtrates, all that were called God ; which was, by 1.ate — 
his appearance andexaltation, 1novated into, and obtruded on onof Epilcopae 
the Churches of God in theſe Narions, on the fall: of the Monks cy repugnant 
of Bangor, and'was ſo exerciſed , that Anſe/ns ( whom Lawude *2 the Cove- 
ſncceded,, as in place; ſoin property, - and almoſt” power) did ue 

"4 : ap- 


(4) 
appear papa altermu mnenndi ; wherein Biſhops as'a ſpecies or 
rtvy of Miniſters differenr and diſtin& from Presbyters; and fo 
Superior to them , not only in point of Order , but: Office and 
Authority, together with al}, chat Hierarchy by which ic: was 
executed ; all which his terms do roo. plainly ſuggeſt when. he 
ſpeaks of the Epiſcopacy which England ſometimes bad; was 
ately dcftrozed , the legal, Epiſcepacy, pag. 19. an Epiſcopacy 
whey:in the Biſhops are diſtin from Presbyters , pag. 21, at- 
rogate unto themielves the ſole power of Ordainving Miniſters, 
and to be the chief Conſervators, Cofterns, and Conduits of 
Eccleſiaſtical authority , aud Miniſterial power, pag. 12. . who 
have not enly Precedency and Order, but paternal authority, 
Pag- 18. and that_not only over people , but their Paſtors 
who ate by this antitheſis fraternal with them , and o fil:al. to 
the paternal power of the Biſhops ; and make up the paternal, 
fraternal, and filial unity of Biſhops , Presbyters, and people, 
a. 5. Nay, in oppoſition to whoim the ordinary Minifter-.or 
Þres yter, is diveſted of all power, and degraded of. all Ggniry 
among the people ; and the Biſhop, as dignified above him, ſo 
diſtinguiſhed from him by his Lawn ſleeves, which is :plainly 
ſugceſted when hexellsus, The people of England are not to: be 
governed by their equals and inferiors , bicanſe they are in black, 
Coats, Pag.17, Alltheſe expreſſions, with many of che :like 
n&ure, doſeem to {et upand point out fuch an Epiſcopacy , as 
1s not Primitive and Regular : AndI ſay, if this bethe mean- 
ing of his Epiſcopacy, asthe word (in the vulgar accepta- 
tion by the too long appropriation of it_to ſuch an-unjuſt and 
pts riftian frame of Government } may be | underiood - 
ruly Sir, then I muſtbe free to.cel{. him the: ſence and very 
Letter of the Covenant is clear againſt, it , and binds the taker 
zu te: 1015 tothe extarpation of Prelacy, that is to'[ay, the 
Govrnment by eArch-Biſhops , Biſhops, their Chancellors aud 
Commiſtaries, Deans, Deans and Chaptcrs, eAr b-Deacons , 
| and all ther Eccleſiaſtical Officers depending-.0# thar Hicrar- 
_ cby » Sothatir is the thing, not us abuſe ;- the ſubjeR;' nor ics 
adjuncts ; the Fabrick, not its defe&sand-exceſles, ts covenan- 
red againſt, nor will the Covenanc'be accompliſhed, or the 
conſcience be ſatisfied by the removal of the pride, preſumpri- 
0 , 1dien ſs, courtouſneſs., avd tyranny of Biffops , hult't the 
hs f#e- 


} 
! 
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 priheminens? , prerogative , paternal power , and juridical dn- 
-thary;; aflumed by them as diftin& from 'and above all other 
Mini(ters of the Goſpel, as the only immediate Succeffors of 
the _—_— , and enforced by their High Commilſion and Stat- 
chamber wich other imperial Courts, Officers, and proceed- 
-ings are continued and eſtabliſhed ; nor muſt he think by his 
.Soptnſtical compariſon, to deceive and delude the conſcience, 
celling us, page 17, 18. That, they that ' Covenanted againſt 
Papery ,":cannot think_they did abjwnre, or nnſt abhorre alchofe 
ſaving traths and axuties of Chriſtianity , which are mixed 
with Popery z for whatſoever is formal pop ry, though ic be 
an Ergliſh Maſs or eAltar , that, all char, chough only thar, 
muſt be abhorred ; and I conceive ir y-r remains 'to bz provet 
chart the paterua! authority of Epilcopacy is a ſaving truth or 
(hriftian duty , or tot of the formal ty of prelacy , and clear- 
iy intended inthe word Hier ar: hy,Chief-Prieſi<hood as the prin>. 
ciple of all the ynju(t power and p toricy affumed and exerciſ'do- 
yer other Minifters; and ſo that very government covenanted a- 
gain(h. It is no-hard cafe of confcience to-reſolve whether 2 man 
may uſe the good and ſubſtantial materials of a deſtroyed Fa- 
b:ick 5 but I conceive itan bigh fallacy, from thence to impoſe 
the very form reſolved againd. eq | 
YoulſeeSir, at what #»cerrainty we ate left, whilſt rhe ob jett 
of the obligation is\ propounded under a general' rerys, whoſe 
proper, primitive,and genuine fignification , ſuggeſts one'rhing. 
and the yulgar and long-uſedaccepration _— anther : and 
out reſolution is darkned by the multirude worn , Con- 
Gunn ſometimes one , -and ſometimes the other thing; which 
of theſe thall a conſcientious Covenanger embrace > You. cati- 
not Sir, but know, the workofa Caſuiſt, is, ro be full , and 
clcar in the diſcovery of the Ratio formals , thing or matter; 
concerning which the conſcience conceiverh ir ſelf: obliged; and 
that iris a great unhappineſs in ans /xterpreter, and much greater, 
ins :Csfa:f, to'refolve ob/cnra pry 6b [curiora, © Fo 
- But Sir, that T may e my willingneſrto underſtand him, 
_ and cemenr,wharin melieth,che ſad diffcrences in the Church x 
Shall T increat you, will pleaſe to provoke the D>Ror, arid his 
&nti-covenant-Brethren, ſuch as ſeem to advance ardpromore 
an Epſceary icrupled by Covenaneers; to-ſpeak our,and clearly 
*& a {@ 


to. declare, whether they will. admit cthe- removal: of rhe 'Go- 
.vernment. by Arch-Biſhops, and thar late Hierarchy z which he 
- conchudes, page 18.-1s dead, and muf} riſe in another  qualicy:; 
'and ( according to what is ſuggeſted in the Redu#ion by him 
urged) conſent. to. the eſtablithment of Congregational , Cla- 
fical, Provincial,ard National Afſemblies,or Synods of Church. 
; Officers ; Communi concilio Pres byterorums, to debate and de- 
= __ 'rermine the affairs of the Church, and exerciſe all AQs of diſct- 
4 0264 "fl pline and Ecclefaſtick poiver : .Inecach of which if there be /g- 
natius his Angel , Tertwllian his Simms ſacerdos, ot Armagh's 
Biſhop or S»per-intendent , for order-ſake to.call Afſemblies,pro- 
pound queſtions, gather ſuffrages,, require Order and compoſure 
1n audience and debace, pronounce ſentence, and fign.Decrees, 
ard ro bz fixed in that place , enjoying all the dignities-therero 
belonging,and to be diſtinguiſhed by ſome ſpecial denomination 

from his Chorepiſcopi or Colleagues; - they ſhall nor only enjo 
my conſent ( who I hope make conſcience of the > nr 
but alſo. endeavour(which I think will not much need)that all the 
Covenanted Miniſters may Joyn with chemn in a Petition 'to His 
Majeſty, that by a Synod(by His Maj-ſties Authority ) called, ir 
may be ſpeedily conſulted and concluded on;under which I doubt 
not but the Peace of the Church will be preſerved, and power 

of truth and godlineſs be promoted. 5 HE SATO 

. But if nothing will ſerve chem bur Biſhops,diſtin& inorder and 
: | offi ce. from Presbyrers,and exerciſing over them a paternal autho-' 
Domineering r/ty ; appropriating to themſelves the power of ordaining M inu-: 
Pre'acy refuſed Ze 5 ho the Farce ſon to the Apoſites,and the Juriſdigion before 
noted'; we mult intreat him to produce thoſe clear, pregnant , 
and. conſtant. beams of right reaſon, and true. Religion, which 
fhineth in the brightneſs and. Tt ability of Dione and Humane: 
Laws; which may be the pillars of this. trath , firm ſupparts. of 
duty, ſure bounds of obedtence , and ſafe repoſe of conſcience in 
this point ; greatly darkned by rhe many uns of Biſhops and: 
Presbyters , Papiſts and Ptoreſtants 3 nay, bythe-poſiive aſſer=' 
tions of both Papults' and Proteſtane, Divines z 4nd. dztermina- 
Cons of Schoolmen,, who'have concluded Brfhops:and Prexby=. * 
ters te be CMimnſters ejnidem ordinis, equal. in office and. ag-' 
thorit , and wm this very caſe of government 3. alt which his 
very Reduction propoſed doth nox obſcurely ſuggeR. -. Sir, tho- 


Q; Cons 


| 
| 
| 
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conſcience is (by bim confeſſed) to be more tender , than to be 
deluded with Sophiftry » or fileaced by a precence of Regulati- 
on and Modcration, which intends no other, ſave a Reduftion 
of _Epiſcopacy to its priſtine and corrupt eſtate, not unto Preſ- 


bytery. 

Thus Sir 1 have noted the fiſt Rock, and the DoQor's un, 
happy daſhing againſt ic; which muſt ne:ds render ineffeQual, 
whatever he «cf er writeth. 


The inadvertency of bis expreſflons will appear no lefſe evi- Inadverrency 
dent, than his ambiguous ttate of the Scruple, and its reſoluti- of expreſſions 


on; if weeirher obſerve ic fierceneſſe or falſehood : The fierce- 
neſſ: of ic is much maniteſteq in thoite multiplied inveCtives utter= 
ed againſt the Covenant and autiority which did enjoyn it 5 
and perſons who did compoſe it; in theſe and the like intems 


perate tertns, © a ffratagem of State, a Flay of Fattion, an en= Fierce expreſa 
«© gine framed of purpoſe to batter down Epiſcopacy, page 13. ſions, 


© Covenanting com|jlements, and Reformings of bungling 
«© Reformers, page 24+ The petty compoſition of -@a few 
* politick men, Subjetis, not Princes, and very mean Subjetis 
& too, ſore of them, eitber as Lawyers or CMiniflers, agreat 
« part of wiom, TI and others well know to be no very great 
« Clerks, or Stateſmen, fitter for a Countrey cure, than ts 
« contrive Solemn Leagues and Covenants; whoſe berds , re- 
« ther than their bearts; and their State Correſpondencies, 
& more than their conſciences brought forth th: Covenant , 

«© 13, The effet of Scottiſh importunities > Engliſh« compliax- 
© cos, and Presbyterian inſolencies , page 5» brought forth by 
« the Midwifery of Tumults, and e Armies, engaged and enra- 
&« ped parties, and fattions; whoſe wrath and policy were not 
& probable to work, t rigor of God; evil Angels tuning ouy 
waters imo bloed, page 6,7. Theſe and many the like Railing, 
Taunting, and Intemperate terms, much below the expeR&ed 
{ubciety of a fo publickly profeſſed healer of Englande wounds: 
yet as antevidenceof his fury , he falſely chargeth the Cove- 
nant with molt ſed and wnbleff effefis, and to have been the 
c2'1(e of all the © bavecks in Church and State, improſperi> 


* ties , diſorders , confuſoons , contempts , wars , ſpoyls , bloods Falſe charge. 


© ſhed, upon all eſtates, and degrees , contempt of Religion, 
*. and neg/e# of Sacraments ,- page 7. One of tbe greet Rocks 
: $55 | £6 for 
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* for 1he King's ſhipwrack', no leſſe then the Churches and 


& States ; and" that it was watered. with the King's blood. pag. 8. 
I cannot bue wonder to find Dr, Gawden thus audaGer calum- 
miare | for can any conſiderate Reader, or competent obſerver 
of the tranſaFions of our Nations in theſe laſt years, reade 
theſe reproachfull ſpeeches, andnot conclude them a moſt po- 
fitive ard publick calumny ? Let the Covenant it ſelf be con- 
fidered, and can it, by reaſon of any tendency in it ſelf, be 
charged to be the proper cauſe of ſuch prodigious effefts ? Is it 
not the moſt fervent profeſſion or piety towards God , 
Loyally to the King, and Fuſtice ' towards men, that 
can be made? Is it not the moſt firm tie to Religion 
that can be faſtned # and the fulleſt - ſecurity .of all' kinde of 
Intereſts, the prerogative of the King, . the Priviledges of Par- 
l;ament, and Liberty of the Subje, which can 'be, given ? can 
any thing but ill-will repreſent ro the world ſuch unbleſft effes as 
thenatural produds of it ? and if ſome perſons engaged in it, 


 haveengaged in andadGted fuch horrid impieties, -inhumane and. 


barbarous ations, under the falſe cry of theCoyenant, ſhall a 
tan of juftice, charge the baftard-brood of fauch prophane- 


*neſt, to be the natural iſſue of ſo Solemn and Sacred an Oith ! 


But Sir, will not an obſervation of the time, when 'thefe ſad 
and unb:.{t effe&ts fell upon us, acquit the Covenant from be- 


ing in'the leaſt accefſary unto the produRion of them? Ii my ot- - 


fervation faileme not, and1be not miftiken in my account, the 


Confuſion be-< chrowing ſtools at the heads af the Biſhops in Scotland, che 
fore the Cove*& pulling down the 'Star-Chamber and High Commiſſion 


nant, 


« Courts (thoſe grand ſupports of Prelatical Power _) the tas 
& king away the Bifhops Votes and Sefſion in Parliament: The 
*. preparations againſt Scotland, ( by Bithop Peirce his Bellum 
* Fpſcopale ) the tumults about Lambeth, the impriſonmenc 
i of the Biſhops in the Tower, the tumults about Whitehall 
& and Yefiminſfter, with his Tate Majeſties departure from the 


©* two Houſes, the ſetting up his Majeſties Standard, the ala--. 
<«rums of War, with many battels and'blood-ſhed ; the. vio- - 


<lence of the vulgar againſt the Liturgy, Croſſes, and Altars, 


_ © with-all that confuſion and diforder which 'attended our firſt 
©-unhappy differences, are of ſome years date before the Co-- 
venant was impoſed 3 or ſo much as deviſed, or p——_ all -- 


? 


(9) 


| which were not only begun, bur .carriedto ſome conſiderable 


progreſs before ic had its being ;. how then could theſe be the 
black, ſpadows of its eppearing and prevailing.in England ? _ Z 
Some have obſerved, thar from the time of the raking of the 
Covenant, fiz:cefs ie11 on the fide of the Parliament, and 
things did thenceforward grow into a tendency to peace, and 
reſied not untill it etfeted the Refolves that His Mejeſties : 
ConceNou. were ſatisfatory and ſufficient ground. of peace . And 
here ict 17 be notea, that 1t was fo tar. from being watered with 
the King's 'blcod, char when the debate ( relating to His Ma- 
jeſty ) engaged the Contefls in che Houſe, which run the Ar- 
mies on thoie high infoJencies againſt the Parliament, as co 
pull out violently 120. Members, who in conſcience. of the Cie | 


verant , did purſue and firuggle for His Majelties Reſtitution Covenant cons 
with boncur and bappineſſe, And the Covenant was by that t<ſtzgainft the 


perfidious pack op<niy declared nſelels, an Ailmanach out of 
date , - and violated with the higheft impicty imaginable, to 
make way to that execrable murther- of his 'moſt Sacred Ma- - 
jeity : Nay Sir, can the clamours of the Covenant, (which were 
ſo loudin Prefs and Pulpit, by the Miniſters of London in their 
Kepreſentationto the Armies at Saint Albans ( before they per- 
petrated their horrid defignes) In their pablick Vindication 
Printed wich their names ſubſcribed , witrefſiog to the World 
the inconlittencyof that: Barbarous proceeding with the Solemn 
Leagae and Covenant) be ſo far out of the Do&aor's remem. 
brance, as to charge the Covenant ( fo Eminently approved 
the pillar of witneſs againſt ic) to have | been the Rock of the 
King's ſhipwracks and watered with bis blood? Your Caſuilt 


was:wiHting to have all the world to know * his innocency as *Reprintiog 


his own pro- 
teſt againſt its 


to that inhumane wickednels; methinks Sir, he {hould not quite 
over-look others no lefſe innocent than himſelf, 
Moreover .Sir , many that are no Rigid Bigots, or virulent 


ſpirits, and have conſidered the concurrenec of affairs in this T?* mYelike? 
ly cauſe of our 


Church, antKingdom, think, that without breach of charity 


or ſobrizty , they may conclude the arrogancy of Prelates, the ONS, 


alterations of publick worſhip , the innovated Ceremonies and 
Superſtitions » the Oath ( with its etcztera ) binding to. Cano 
nical obedience , the excommunications, _ baniſhments , ſtigmati- 
Zing 5 ( onfiſcations, impriſonments, axd big Commiſſion=Cer- 

Bs * =—_ 


ſures &gainft piuw Non=conſormifts, with the ſilencing and ſus 
ſpending painful, powerfull and piows Preachers , with tbe 
Arbitrery , Ilegall impoſition of the new Service-Book in Scot-- 
land, look much more like the natural parent, and proper 
cauſe of eur late Confuſtons, Commotions, War, and Blood- - 
ſhed, then doth the Salemn Leapue and Covenant ; but I in-- 
| tend not to retort or recrimate. | | 
- », - I ſhall Sir, leavewiſe men co judge, how unlik-ly a courſe it 
_ "$5 by ſuch wnadviſed expreſſions, 'to ſativie conſcience ; - 
bh Which is ſo tender and tickle, thar all offences ſhould be avoid- 
* * - ed: paſhonis not only a perturbation to the. mind, but alſo a. 
| Sx to the underttanding of what is propounded ; the an- 
wer hid ned be cl:ar, and arguments convincing , that fol- 
low ſuch provocations unto prejudice ; which would make a 
fober ( much more a ſcrupulous ) conſcience turn aftde and 
read no further; when conſcience is ſo tender that reaſon is 
ready to pineh it intopaſſion, how little need is there to pro- - 
yoke it by Railings aud reflexion of juſt miſcarriages ? ( much 
leſs unjutt calumnies:) Though Ironies and Satyrs may become 
Ovatours in reproof; they beſeem not Cafuiſts in the reſolution 
of ——— p 
 . .... Buthkprocecdto conhider his anſwer and Arguments, purpo-- 
—— by Gods grace, toyield to the power of Reaſon: that is 
- and ar- in chem, though they come under fo great diſadvantages as have 
gumears, the - been noted. io F 
third Rock of His Anſwer is as himſelf ſiggeſteth, doubl-, indiret and - 
conſcience-re- fired: 
lo/ution, His firſt Anfwer isindire&, and obſique ſtroak at the whole- 
His indie © Þ99y of the Covenant, which work, bow prudently it ts und:r-- 
anſwer confi. £akeny conlidering the univerſal! obligation of the Covenant 
dered.  6nall men from His Sacred Majeſty; to the meaneſt SnbjeQ , 
let wiſe mea judge? and how proper to him; who ( if my in- 
formation faile not Y is himſch engaged in it» It is indeed a: 
not-ble piece of policy under pretence: of Reconciling the Ce- 
venant. in one- Article to Epiſcopacy,, to invalidate the whole , 
and expoſe ic to valgar contempt ; bat if i be finfall, ler it go: 
His Rherocick is Angelical, but let us try: the ſtrength of his 
Reaſons, unto the looſing of St. Peters bonds. . 


The 


(11) 
The main ftrength of whar he doth ſuggeſt againſt the Cove- 

nant, lieth in the miſcarried Circumſtances which do relateun-., | 
to the impoſing, and taking of it ; (vz.) its defef# in point odg his 
of impoſing -power, the error and twmalts with which it was arguments. 
mforced , the policy and bxmoxr from whence it did ariſe; 

#nd che »ove/ty or »wnacquaintedneſs of it as 'to our Engliſh 

| aws and Conſtitutions, or the like: : Unto all which ſhall 

only deſire the Dr. on ſerious and ſecond choughts, to give a cang... 

did; clear, rational, and Scriptural reſolve, to this general El - 
of Conſctence-(Viz.) if an-Oath , Vow or: Covenant, contan-* 
ing in it matter good and-lawfull, (though not neceſſary 
and poſitive: duty ) be impoſed by fraud; (-as was thac of the - 
Gibeonites ) or force, and fattions, Army, and tamplts ( as that of: 
Zedrkiab- to Nebuchadnezzar ) without any formal axthority , 
other\than a mans or peoples. own voluntary: Act and ſubmiſ- 
fion;, which is new unto, and «nacqzaintcd with the Laws and 
Conſtitutions accuſtomed in the place, and to the people, and in 
ſomething-repugnant co Gods direction be by reaſon of any, 
"or all cheſemiſcarried Circumſtances, void and null? Tam much 
miſtaken if -he crofs not the common reſolution of Divines' 


- and Caſuiſts., if he conclude the Afﬀirmative, but let us conſi- 
der - his ſuggeſtions ſingly , .and ſo we - ſhall. beſt cry their 
ſtrength. nba | | 


- And his firſt on-ſet begins with an 7 might hrewaly batter Fit argo-' 
the Covenant, and fo he aſſaults it with that, which (1 muſt menr, the Go- 
confeſs) is indeed a batcering Ram ; and being admitted, will en- heme on 
danger to beat down all that hath been done in this Kingdom {0 ana gy 
ſince 1641. arraigning, cenſuring, and condemning all the pro» zage 6 ** 

ceedings of the two Houſes of Parliament ; in which , I ſhall * 
leave his prudence and diſcrecion to. be judged by ſuch, as are ' 
ſenſible how far his Majeſties Honour , the Kingdoms fatisfacti- 
on and eſtabliſhment in the deſired peace, is endangered by fo 
much as a Diſpute thereof: But the ſtrength of ir lieth in this, 
the defeiventſs of ( and ſothe invalidity of the Covenant) as 50 
any lawful, conſtant, or compleat authority, capable to bind the Sub- 
jetts and: people of England, in any Court of Conſcience or fudicas - 
tare, in which nothing can have any permanent bond, or tie in Law, 
except Gods Word without the Kings conſent,as the vow of a ſervant, 
fon, daughter or wife, KC. : 


(12) 
This1 muſt confeſsis a fierce affaulr, and ſpecious argument ; 
yet methinksI finde a Covenanter fortified againſt its force , by 
the Woo!-ſacks of theſe conſiderations. De Es ton 
\Firft, The rw2 Howfes of Parliameut( and thoſe two had more, 
. then. ordinary power) are co-ordinate , and. ſharers in. the Le- 
Anſwer to ir. giſlation of England ; and ſo a. conſtant, lawful Authority + 
It is Sir, worth your Obſervation, how warily in page 18. . 1 
your Caſuiſt binds the King to protect and preſerve-his Epi/-- 
copacy, but barrs his change of it , without the counſel and. 
deſire of the two Houſes whom .he judgeth Propitious: 
to 1k, =. | | 
Secondly , This Covenant was ordered by the Parliament du- 
ring their Seſſion ; And although I will not determine, that an ” 
Order or Ordinance of one -or both Houſes, can have the 
force and permanent tie of a Law ( which yet among us will 
admit a diſpute by the ablelt Lawyers, and many purchaſers will 
plead for with vigour ) yet I think it will not be ordinarily de- 
nied, that ic may lay the Subjects under a prrmanent bond; and 
I conceive, theſe are terms very different , that is: a bond on- 
Conſcience, which is not not a Lawand Tre 1n Judicature : Or- 
ders of Parliament , dire&ing an Ac preſently to be executed ,: 
will not I hope be denied -obedience; or the execution be votd- 


_— _— 


ed by. the after Diſſolution of it , eſpecially where it is in its | 
- own nature permanent and abiding. An Oathis in it ſelf, 1a- 
txra.rei, a permanent bond; once laid it- ever binds 3 a Parli- ; 
ament are a power ſufficiently compleat to impoſe and enjoyn 


it; if they ſee cauſe tobring a Colledge or Corporation under 
any ſpecial Oath , by an; Order during their Sellton;, I hope = 
no Engliſhman will queſtion their Authority ; nor Divine deny | 
the :Obligation of the Oath; nor the one or other determine 
_ tie to be diſcharged; when the Parliament 1s diffol- 

ved. - zo | 
Thirdly, The ſuppoſed defeft hath been fince ſupplied; and 
His Majeſties conſent or aſſent fully exprefſed, by: His ſwear» 
ing the ſameSolemn League, and by Oath promirg His Royal 
Afſſent to all Acts and Ordinances enjoyning the ſame; and by 
His Royal D=claration of the 16th of Azgsft, 1650. declaring 
His full perſwaſion of the juſtice and equity of every the Heads 
and Articles of the Solemn League and Covenant; and fo far, 
JU. 
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Cc | - 
juſtifying thetaking of ic by His SubjeRts, char He gracioufly 
profaſeth-to know no friends but the friends of the Covenant ; 
and no enemies but the enemies of the Covenant : Hereby , 
whatever defe& was in the firſt impoſing of it, is fully made up 
to faſten it on the people now it js taken; fo thatby reaſon of 
this ſubſequent At; | may ſay if by Moſes he will be judged, 
to Moſes he ſhall go; and admitting his parallel ( which 
ſome doubr, will not in this caſe ſquare) if the Father, Maſter, 
Huzsband, in the day that he beareth the vow of the Wife , 
Child , or Servant, beld bis peace , ( contradit it not ) 
much more if He juſtifie , allow, and commend it , as His molt 
Sacred Majeſty hath done, on moſt ſerious and deliberate 


thoughts, ia a mcſt publick and ſol:mn Declaration, it ſhall 
ſtand, and be cſtabliſhed. 


| But Sir, ſuppoſe the Dr. can pull down this defence, and 
manage his battery, ſo as to makea breach on the Covenant; 
yes before he enters, I muſt ſound a parlee with him; and de- 
fire himto tell us whether the qu:d fieri non debui, faffum va- 
let, pleaded to defend the wanton Baptiſme of Children, and. 
haſty Baptiſmeof Women, be not more really pleadable in 
our caſe; To make the worſt of it,*© a tumultuous Afſembly con» 
© venc, and comebefore us with Sword and Scepter, and ſay 
&« they area Parliament, and have lawfull, conſtant, and com- 
<© pleat authority, to commandus ; and therefore will put an 
£© Oath and Covenant upon us; and filly, inconfiderate we; are 
<< not_ ſo well skill'd in policicks, or 2cquainted with the confii. . 
{« tucions of our Country, todete their fallacy, but think all 
«© authority is within thoſe walls, and obedience maſt be yielded 
<* ro what is there commanded, and ſo we are beguiled into the 
£ Oath; May. wethence cry out A Cheat? and ſocaſt off the 
© Covenant ? and conclude ic cannot binde ? 1 doubt 
ſuch DoArine embraced will expoſe us to- a three yeares 

Famine, | b: | 
His firſt battery was ſo fiercely made, that it recoileth with a 
more than an ordinary Rumour; and makes himenforceit,p4.6. 
with an I might Eccho (as indeed he hath done, for! find no cer- 
cain ſound in what he faith ) the violence. and: noiſe of thoſe times 
in which it . was - batched in England,” and brought forth by. 
the - 


04) 
the midwifry of tumults , and armies , -of engaged, yea, enraped 
Parties 7 ; > Bore , All which, it is well known ., was . 
ſo great or loud, hut that the Lords and Commons in Parlia- 
Violence | meat, the Commullioners of the Kirk and Kingdom of Scots 
CCS land, with an Aſſembly of grave and Learned Divines , did 
after Solemn Humiliation, and ſeeking God ,. ſerious conſultatis 
on, and ſober debates, digeſt and determine the Covenant , 
and both matter and form doth beſpeak it to have been no raſh 
or . prepoſterous product of Fancie : But ſuppoſe the worſt ; 
will the violence of the times puta nullity and non-obligation 
on the Oath? Row.comes the ſentence to be ſo ſevere againſt 
Zedikiah? He hath deſpiſed the Oath, and broken the Covenant, 
he ſhall not eſcape , Ezek. 17.18. Was not this Oath extorted 
by Armies withour, and tumulcs within ? and yet is it ſo au» 
ſterely binding £ whatever Turks, Papiſts, or. Politicians 
ſay, ſhall a Chri ian and Proteilant ſuggeſt a nulhty . of 
the Oath, becauſe of the violence of che tinies in which it was 
rakene h 

His next ſuggeſtion is a ſouxd no lefſe uncertain; he faith hg 
His third indi= might urge the w6w:/ty and partiality of the Covenant as to: the 
re& anſwer tO Engliſh Laws and Geniows: That he might, and might when 
the Covennar. 7h, bach urged it, explainitz forthe matter of it is neither ew, 
nor partia!; it hath been often heard, and endeavoured in Ex. 
2lard; inthe very point of Epiſcopacy , the removal of Z#- 
x Zlands Hierarchy hath been ſued for from * Queen Elizaberhs 
8 A—— ' time, downward unto this day: and the Covenant ſecures ali 
_— oh ©Inreralts without partiality; his ſurmiſe of forrain sufluence , 
fore his trea- #nv-nſion, and obtruſrow, calls for proof; and then it will but 
riſe of the Sab- Jittle relieve him, for an Oath enforced by forraign Conqueſt, 
bath, or couzenage : newto the Nation, and contrary to its Lawes,, 
binds the conſcience : and the ſuppoſed contrariety of the Law, 
is of no forceto them, who conclude a Power in the Parlia- 
ment to Put aperiod te thoſe Lawes, and a Solemn Oath or 
Covenant ſworne by the Legiſlators, and by them pur . on the 
People, ſeem to bethe moſt full diſcharge of all ſeeming-contrary 
Laws that can be imagined, eſpecially when the Royal aſſent is 
h ſy. Ppblick'y given to it. 

Hisfourn "08" 14. proceeds, /t might ſeem odious, to vefledt u 
geſtion in bis 14 ” 
” dire an- 07? the Covenant, ' as to the effetls, and wnbleit Conſe- 
hs quences, which like black ſhadows, have attended its appea- 


ring 


—_— 5 
ring and prevailing in England ; what bavecks imprſoperitsev» 
Oo. 'as re we have noted: This Refieion 1 confeſs, 
cannot but ſeemodi-z , but not to the Covenant , unleſs theſe 
fad effects, ard unbleſt conſequences, be found to atterd it, 
as-its proper brood and natzralt iſſue , not accidental ſequels, 
produced by 'its genuine tendency: to them., not by wicked 
mens reluQancy to order ard piety, or perfidy as to what 
they bad covenanted, but the odizm will of its own accord re- 
flet on him-who is 4 Covenanter, and yer expoſerh his So- 
lemn League and Covenant_to v«lgar ' [ſcorn and contempt, 
.who is a man of juſtice and ſobriety, and yet calagrniateth the 
Covenant with thoſe ſad effects which had their being and pro- 
£reſs before the Covenant ir ſelf. Sure he dreams, that ſeeth - 
the ſhadow, before the ſubſtance is in being; and whois a Di- 
.vize dereſting the plea of ſ#cceſs as the Judge or Rule of any 
cauſe, and yet maketh it the meaſure of the Solemn League and 
Covenant. 


Nor can his next ſuggeſtion be confidered unto the ericreaſe 5:hSoggeſtion 
of his credit; in which he tells us, He will not 5nſift on the in his indicedt 


baſſlings of the Covenant , before it was adult or many yeares 
old, how* it was ſoon made a Nehuſoran, and redufcd to wo- 
thing by connter and croſs engagements after it bad. ſerved as 
one of the great Ricks for the King's ſhipwrach., and been wa- 
rer'd with the King's blood, &c. | | 

: FrulySir,had 1 been ar your DoQors elbow when he wrote 
this, L would have advifed him to have been ſo far from 1pfting, 
that he ſhou!d not have izſerted rhis,which he calls Baſſisng of the 
Covenant : For Sir, will not every - one cry ſhame, chat ſhall 
hear him fay the Covenant was one of the great Rocks which 
ſripwrackt the- K mg? and the Covenant was watered with the 
King's blood? Who can confider the King's reluttaxcy to the 
Covenant was not fo much as inſerted into His Charge, not once 
faken noticeof by Bradhuw, amongſt thoſe many reaſons. by 
him produced, to juſtifie thac 'moſt execrable Sentence pro- 
nounced againſt Him! ? Who. obferveth the Reſolves of the Par- 
Hiament, that his Majeſties Conceſſions (though He refuſed the 
' Covenant) were ſatisfaory? and that until the faithful Co- . 
venanters were pulled out. of the Houſe. by military violence, 
and rhe Band of the- Covenatit broken by the raging lufts of 
rs C ſome 


anſwer. p. 7, 


(16) 


ome proud perjured Apoſtares,there neither was nor. could 
bethe eaſt proceeding againſt His Moſt Sacred Majeſty, and yer 
conclude Him ſhipwrackt by the Covenant ? becauſe ſome thar 
had raken the Covenant did. perpetrate that wickedneſs, will 
any Rules of Juſtice or Religion charge it on. the Covenant? 
becauſe the Covenanc was violated by. torce, ſuppreſſed by 'pow- 
er, and ſlightedby policy, was it therefore. vacated? when? by 
whom? or with what Arguments of Righr reaſon, or Religion, 
was it ever baMed?” was not its vigour made viſible by the.Londex 
Minifters Re preſentation and Vindication? was pot its bound on 
conſcience made legible by the Lancaſhire and Cheſhire,plea 
for Non-(uPfribers,and the reftimenies of the Miniſters in the ſe- 
veral Counties of Zxglaxd, publiſhed with their names ſ{ubſcri- 
bed? and was it not indeed Imprinted by the invaſion and di- 
vaſtaticn. of Scotland? the  Sequeſtraticn. and («fferings even 
unto impriſonment and death of many in Exg/zxa, purſuing 
His Majeſties reſ{ticution on the account of the Covenant? How 
can the -DoRor confeſs; Doxbrleſs the. ſence of the Covenant 
hath lately quickyed many mens conſciences in their allegiance 
ro the King, ſoas to briag Him (as David) home with infinite 
jy and triumph, page 25. and yet here complain that it was ſo 
eaſily vacatedin point ofirs xpreſs Loyalty for the King's jre- 
ſervation ?If it were ever vacated, when, or how was it renewed. 
and re-inforced? If I may ſpeak ic without vanity, had not the, 
firm bond of the Covenant vigorouſly contended in the point 
of Loyalty , againſt the violent powers which bare it down, His: 
late Majeſties Martyrdom. had not broken forth with. ſuch: 
tuſtre;- nor His now Majeſty (whom God long preſerve) . been. 
reſtored to that eſtate of Honour in which we now enjoy Him; 
ſo that the Antecedent of this ſuggeſted Argument will be moſt 
- poſitively denied. | 

Bur if weſhould admirit,] cannot but wonder to hear a Di- 
vine ſay and inferre upon it; 1f 3t were ſs caſily vacated tn point 
of Lyyalty, I dv not ſee, how it can beſo binding againſt E- - 
piſcapacy : Ithinkit to be no good Logick and worſe :Divint- 
ry, from ſome mens evaſion, and wiclation.y to. infer a dca- 
ti9n an1 non-obligation; or from a vecation.of . it in one point, 
to infer its von-obligation as to others, ſin, indeedis apt + but. 
zt muſt not-be allowed to engender fin, by God. grace radar, 

| al.. 
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-41l violation ſhall not effe& in me a total rejetionof the Co- 
venant. Spas ” 4 
His fixth ſfaggeſtion ſeems indeed tobe of more force than the gang ER 
former (viz..) The Covenant (if fo interpreted )' muſt needs,;,.cge; ,.x. 
grate ſore upen,and pierce to the quick thoſe former lawſall Oths, | 
which had prepoſſeſſed the ſouls and conſciences of moſt of us in Eng- 
land , not only of Subjetts, as thoſe of Allegiance and Supremacy, 
. beſtdes that of Miniſteriall, Canonicall obeatenee'to car lawſull $u- 
. periours, but even the conſcience of the late King as bound by bis 
Coronaticn-Oath, &c. Frem which Oaths, as we know no ab/clu- 
. tion, (o neither can there be any ſuperfetaticn of ſuch a contrad:- 
tory vow and Covenant without apparent perjury: To which I 
offer to conſideration. LY as 
That the diſlatisfaRtion of Fis late Majeſty of BleſſedVemory, 
(and in nothing more bleſſed, than intke ccrfcier ceHe made of 
the Oath of God upon Him,and the charge He bath left His now 
Jun Majeſty, That if God brought Him to His own Right on 
ard cond;tiens , He ſhould be carefull to perform what he ſhould 
promiſe) that is now beyord diſpute, and His Maje ' thar-ngiy 
is,not onely free from thoſe Fetters which reſtraitied His Roy- 
al Father,burt alſo isengaged in the ſame League and Covenant, 
and this ſuppoſed contradiQtion caſt out of doors. 
And as ww the contradiftion of the Covenant to the Oaths of 
Allegiance and Supremacy, non confFaty it appear#not; nor would ir 
ever (asit hath done) have quickned che hear:s of ſome, toſuffec 
for, and £o ſiruggle under their Loyalty ,- nntili His Myeſt:es 
Honorable Reſtitution, if ic were fo repugnant to them: Lerits 
contradiction in this point be noted , and we {hall (peak to it. 
And as to that of Ganonical obedi:nce to our lawful Supe- 
riors , its contradiftion' is ſuggeſted wich” an If it be fo 1:- 
terpreted ; Let the interpretation be cleared , before the 'contre- 
diction be -onciuded and argued; for if chat Qath cid binde 
an obedience to Biſpops as an Hierarchie: and inveſted with 
paternall anthority , and as a diſtin and ſuperiour order f Mini 
firy, and its unexplained et cetera incladed- more ; , « grating 
rpon, and piercing to the quick, this Oath , * was no other but 
duty 3 andthenthe Arzument is of no more force, ſave to ſpeak 
the fretting ot their ſpirits, who foolifhly. ſware they-know noc 
what, and now dtziire to maintain it, more for fancy , than 
| C 2 con» 
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_@onſcience; for-it is not yet proved that ſuch are [awful ſuperiors. 
in Church or State. 

- His ſeventh . Anfwer-or {Argument, is ab #ncommodo, the 
inconveaience ( which muſt be very great and viſible if it dif- 
charge an Oath) and: here he tells us, 1r waſt needs run ws 
upon 4 great Rick «f uot on:ly Novelty but Schiſme, &c. Un- 
to which I deſire Sir, you will pleaſe ro obſerve. 

1. The loſsweare ar by the uncertainty of the obje&t, he 
urgeth chis Argument with his- univerſal difcretive, all Epiſce- 
pal order and government. We muſtSir, have a clear Notion 
of Epiſcopal Order and Government, before we can with care 
ſhun theSchiſm; roris it explained to us by the general terms 
of Prattice and 7 udgement of the Cathclick, Charch in all ages 
and places: till of latter” dayes.; for. we'know , that ſuperiority 

' and paternal. power aver' other Biſhops and Miniſters, did to0 
ſoon PPear: and.to0 univerſally ſpread after the Apoſtles days, 
unto the advancement of the man oflin; though ic prevailed not 

without great relucancy,and its removal hath been aimed at and 
eadeavored by the Reformation... &'- Fa 4 

KC Again, muſt we take it for granted, that conformity is efſen- 
tial to communion with the -Church?- and agreement in diſci>- 
pline unavoidablyneceſſary to #»iox.? Certainly if fo , we muſt 
make the very form of Diſcipline an Article of our Creed: 
And truly Sir, the jus divinum, or Apoſtolical infticution of 
the form he ſeems to plead for, lieth too much inthe 'dark for 
ſuck a concluſion, and therefore - the moſt himſelt rells vs of ir 
is, That it looks like an immediate inſtitution of Chriſt , prece= 
ptive and explicite, or tavite and exemplary, pag. 13. buthe 
knows not whether , yet well knows, ſimile non et ide, and 

_therefore he here calls ir but an ancient tradition and univerſal 

.obſervation;, and then the 34th Article of the Church of Zng- 
land ſecureth us from this Rock of Schiſme, whil{t- it' teach- 

39 Articles ofeth us, 7t i nt neceſſary that traditions: be in all places one 
Religonin aud mtterly alike, &c, In Politicks ( we well know ) diffe- 
oo On forms of Adminiſtration are -conſiftent with union in the 
_. ſame Kingdom, and Communion. in the ſame Government; 
It is no ſtrange ching to ſee Corporations in Englandagoverned 
by their twelve Jurors, without a Mayor and Court of Alder-- 


mzn, but it would be choughc very ſtrange from thence to. 
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charge them with ſedicion! and ic maſt bea jus divimim , and 
immediate inſtitution , not Apoſtolicel tradition, &r Univerſe! ob« 
ſervation, muſt bar us frum the priviledges, any more than the di- 
tated properties common to all policy. - | | 

+ Moreover Sir, if this formof Diſcipline (whbich be noteth ſome 
few Reformed Gourches of later dayes want, tbougb-they do not con« 
temn;?, bat approve and venerate in others) be ſo neceſſary a Nerve, 
th it the abjucaiion and <exciufion of it runs us on ſuch a Rock 
or Schiſm-, 1-fee not how thoſe Churches (though their want 
be through neceſfi'y of times, and diſtieſs of affairs , put upon them ) 
can b2 owned in the union of theCatholique Citurch; for ef, 
ſentials unto union mult not onely be reverenced in others, but 
enjoyed by cthem{elves. . | 

[tis Sir, worth enquiry, what he mears by the Catholique 
Church; f c oetider the vulgar appropriation of ic to Rome, and 
aff-tFion our tate Prelates had to that term, his Nate That the 
atolifhing of Epiſcopacy, is no ſmall wall of partition new!y {et to 
keep all Papiſts from du? Reformation , makes me jealous t eG - 
ſandrian azcommodation is yet in the Biſhops intention and en- 
deavors upon which they would not put that reproach, ſean- 
dal, (cruple, or affront, as to be without Biſhops of paternal aus 
thority ; bat if fo, happy is that Church whoſe Reformation cars 
riech them furcheit off Romes Superſtition, in diſcipline, and 
worſhip,. as well as doctrine, 

His eighth Anſwer or Suggeſtion is a Rhetorical ſwada x: and 
infizuating plea, which hath wholly loſt itsforce by the uncer=- 
tainty of the obj:& : Tf conſcience be erroneous, we ſhall cafily 
grant that it is equal, and ingenuous , Loyal, and Religious, te 
reduce and confine it; which yet muſt not, and will not be trai+ 


rer then the proper and genuine fence of the Covenant-will Erroneous 
admit ; but as for that: extravagant , diſioyal , unlawful, enox- conſcience 


mou, and Schiſmatical ſence , againft which ke'declaimes;, in re J 
which it could neitber be lawfuily taken , ror buneſtly kept 3 — 
mult be determined by an Explication of his Ali- Ej i/copacy , and 
fall demonſtration of a ſence ſo qualified, before there can be 
anymore ſtrength in this Rhecorick,than in his Reaſons: I muſt 
Sir, be free to tell him againzthe Covenant doth expreſlely binde; 
againft the-Fabrick, and very form of the late Hierarchy in Er-- 
Wand, . not its abuſes , exceſſes ,. or defecjs onely : though not 
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againſt the uſe of any thing which was good, and fitto be uſed 
in the lucceeding form to be eſtabliſhed ; nordo I underſtand 
it tO be ſuch an unreaſonable and irreligious ( Ametriz) tranſport for 
men to Covenant azairft all the right uje of things that are good ( but 
noc neccilary ) hecan(e of the abuſe incident to them, as he doth tug. 
Pe!?, though the Covenant is not guilcy of fach oblization : 

Bur more of this in his direft Anſiver. 
Having atfſaulced che Covenant with his fierce battery, and 
The Core- alarumed it with his frightfal Echoes, he proceeds to level to 
wn whe _ the provid oll theſe f:ir, bat fallacious pretences ( as he d:eues 
only pretend- them ) draw! to foriift: toe Covenant from Scripmures examples , 
ed by exam-W-ercin te Jews ſometimes |clemrly renewed Coveuent with God, 
ples.in theold &c, And the main and onely Morterpiece he lets flie, is, That 
Teſtamear. jt way that expreſs {ovenant Which God himſelf bad firſt mode with them 
in Horcb and Mount Sinai , punfually preſcribes by God to Moſes , 
and by Moſes. ( xs their Supream Governour or King) inpoſed upen 
them ; this they ſometime renewed after they bod brohen it by their Afo- 
flacy to falſe and ſtrange gods + Unto the enforcement whereof , 
we moſt deſire the Door to demonitrate, That the. Law 
of Moſes or Covenant in Horeb was not orcly the Rule and 
DiQace of what matter they ſhould Covenant , but the rx- 
preſs Covenant which was, or did confiit in the exact recital , 
and Repeticion of that Law of tize ten Commandements, «8 
the very form thereof; ſo as that they never varied ar altered 
It, according to their ſpecial defeftions , inthe particular 
points of their lies; and that this was the formal Government be« 
tween God and the people in the times of Joſhuab , and before. Iþ 
raels defeftion from God; or that this was the Covenant be-. 
tween God, the people, and King, and between the people 
and their King, iz the dayes of Zchoiadab : Or that this was the 
| expreſs Covenant made in the poir of the Sabbath, and the 
putting away ftrazge wives in the times of Nebemiab. Theſe 
ſeveral occaſions , and ſptcial obligations , do beſprak them 
to have been Covenants, contormed as to the matter of them , 
to ſome_.part of the ren Commandements ; but as to their 
forme and manner of expreſſion , to have been ſquare by theme 


- But whatever was the matter of form of their Covenanting , 
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limagine ie will not be denicd, that the taking or renewal thereof 
was their own policical At, done by theic uwa will and powec 
ar the time, and on the occahion their own condition did res 
quire andditate; and that many times without the conſent of 
the King then mlingthem , and !o our Coverant (warranted for 
matter by the Word of Gd) isby thzir example juit ified, to have 
b.cn a pious and prudent ation w thin our own power to perform , 
th ugh for th: form of it, icbs not any D:vine ditiate, or Sove- 
raign preſcription, yet better to be clteem2d , than the petty compo« 
ſtiion of a few politick men- 

N 2: is th-r< any ſtrenzth in that 5; w2 were not A:oftatized to 
falj? and ftrigegols 5 unleſs he will attira no detection ſhort of 
Ap »itacy from che frue, to filiegods , Is a ſuthcient pround 
or 90:.:4i10n 02 hich to rezew Covenant; which | think nei- 
ther right rcaſon or Religiun will all-w3 ſhall not gradual de- 
{-tio:73 be reftrained , and total Apoitacy be ſuperſeded by a 
{fra'ynibls Solemne League and Covenant ? Surely then 7eſbuab 
was too prep3tterous, in working Iſrael into Covenanc 
with G.zJ, oi a jealoulie or rational conjefture of their future 
Apo'tacy; and had England no need to Covenant, when they 
were poſting in JoGrine , eſpeeially in worſhip and diſciple, to 
Rom?s Superitition and Tyranny # Can any man conhider the 
corcuptions c2ntianed in England ſince the Reformation , 
and fo defend:d , that nothing but a ſoveraign Remedy could 
remove them ? nay, the very Retrogradations of the Refor- 
mation, by accturn of many expelled Rites, and Prelatical. 
power, and ſay, bicauſe ſhe yet owned the true God, ſhe had 
no need to Cuvenant ? If covenanting bean Act within mans. 
own power and choice; and defetion from God and his waycs 
iuchoated or ſuſpe&ed be a juſt ground and occaſion, Erglands 
covenanting is fully fortified by Scripture and Reaſon, and the. 
pretences thereuf no way tound fallacious. | 

His laſt Suggeſtion in his indiceft Anfwer is of no force; for 
admit that there is no precept or patter for ſuch a C:venant in. 
all the New Teftament ( which direQs us. as Chriifiians, and leav-. 
th us tothe DiRates of Natare, and diſcoveries of the Old. 
Teſtament, in more publike and policical Aﬀts which concern 
us as a Kingdom, or Church National ) or in the ſucceeding 
ages of the Church ; Will it therefore follow , that ſuch co* | 
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venanting is finf..1? the Primitive Churches never were of ſuch 
extent in the enjoyment of ſuch power, under ſuch pablique 
defeftions, and in tuch capacity of covenanting as we have been. 
Maſt we enquire what hath been done in the Ghriſtian Churches 
to do that and no more, withour regard to what may be done, 
the condition of the Church requiring it? may not the very 
Ligne d? Saimi in France, and Oath et cetera in England, thouph fir 
ful in their matcer, be good Spurs and Dire&ions in Chriſti- 
an-poiicy? May not the fame means ufed to corroborate ims 
tety , be fawtully and prudentially uſed to-ftrengthentruec Ri 
Fioion and Reformation ? Why way not Popiſh policy teich 
Proteſtants to combine by Covenant , as Proteltane piety and 
prudence did diftate to them a Confirmation in Reiigion by 
Catechifing ? Courſes common to min are not to be condernn- 

ed, becenfe uſed by wicked men to wicked ends. ' 

None Sir, do deny 1be Covenant maie in Paptiſme to be the ones 
ly new Evangelical Covenart to all Chr iftians z broken by wilful and 
preſumptuons ſinnes , and renewed by repentance , and te participe= 
tion of the Lords Supper + But it ſeemes unto me a ftrange tra1- 
ſpore of ſo grave and ſerious a Divine, to oppoſe ic unto the 

. Soelemne League and Covenant ( that piece of policy, rather than 
worn nt piety , a8 he ts pleaſed totermit ) The inconſiſtency of them | 
to the Solemy Muſt confeſs is not 10 me viliblez 'ſure I am Bapriſmal Vows 
League and are no bar, but may be provocations to Solemn Covenanting 
Covenant. toand with God; Let the matter of this Covenant be ex: &ly 

ſcanned, and if jt be in any one Article found repugnantto, 
or different from the Covenant made in Baptiſm, we will re» 
nounce the whole: 1 hope it will not be denyed, tht Baptized 
Nations and Churches may ( in their publique and politique 
capacities ) renew and arplite that Covenant which was 
made in Baptiſme : And truly Sir, the Solemne League and 
. Covenant ſcems to ne fo little to differ from our Baptiſmal 
Covenant , that it is no hard matter to reſolve it into thoſe 
three grandHeads we are(inſtruted)were promifed in our names 
when we were Baptized; and then all the difference will. be in 
this ; the Baptiſial Covenant was perſonal andprivate; this 
publique and politique, 
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But I pray et us note his ſpecification of the difference he ſys- 
geſterh, and the reaſons of this inconlifency he urgeth ; which 
he ſuppoſeth co be a uiza 3a7us, crying out, How vaſtly different 
from this Sacred Covenant, this late piece of policy, more than 
piety ts; and how little the true Covtnant of a (, briſtian binds 
him by his Baptiſme or Repentance, or the Euchariſt againſt all 
Epiſcopal Government , I leave all ſober-minded Chriſtians to 
judge. Truly Sir, his univerſal particle Al, may make ſome- 
thing look like 4 va? difference, if we could but.underſtand che 
fþecres he would pitch upon , as excepted by his diſcrecive 
cerm ; bur the uncertainty of the obje& 1s that we cannot bur 
ſtumble at in all the conclufions of his ſuggelted Anſwers : Me- 
thinks ſuch an out-cry of vaſt differexce ſhould bave been war- 
ranted by a clear Antithefis 5 Oppoſites cannot appear but by 
their oppoſition ; and yer he ſpecifies no one Articls different 
from our Baptiſmal Covenant , but ſophiſtically evadeswith an 
How little do Baptiſm repentance, or the Euchariſt, bind againſt 
| all Epiſcopal | actrang Theſe may Sir, very lictle binde a- 

gainkt ir, and yerthe Covenant and they be at no vaſt diffe- 
rence; for the. queſtion is not, how little the true Covenant 
in them agitated bizds ag.uinſt all Ep pat government; but 
how much vt b11ds ro any? He is the firft Divine I have found 
to plead our Baptiſme asche boad of Canonical obedience, and. 
defence of Epiſcopacy ; I never did imagine Diſcipline and or« 
der to be the expreſs poſitive condition of Bapt:ſmve, and the 
Chriſtian-(cv nant thereby made qua Chriſtian, the only new 
Evangelical Covenant, bur eſpecially this ,iþeczes of ir, Epiſc:= 
pacy. 1 hope his j#s divinum will be made as: clear as the 
Doarine of the Trimry, whilſt it is, and muſt be owned as the. 
abſolute condition of Bapriſas, and nerve of wnio» with the 
Charch : Yer Sir, give me leave to tell the Door, if the late 
Hierarchy or Epiſcopacy of Exgland ( which he ſeems to ad- 
vance as the late honour of the Miniſtry, and erconragement 
of Learning and Religi:n) be ( as on an eafiediſcufion ic may 
be) found to be of the Pomps and Vanities of this wicked 
world; we are not only a lictle, but very much bound againft 
ir; for our God-fathers and God-morhers did promiſe in our 
Behalf, That we ſhonld forſake them, .as the Divil, and all 
his works 3 and then' he may welt imagine, all ſober-minded 
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Chriſtians muſt judge,there is a vaſt difizrence, between Rap's/m-; 
and ſuch Epiſcopacy ; and that he is a&ed with 2 flrong zeal, that 
will by our Bapriſin bind unto ir, who yer declared ic tobe bur a-. 
tradition and univerſal obſeryation. | 
Bur he addes a Reaſon toenforce it; andthart is, S:ce forth the © 
power ' of ordaining Muniſters, and by them to couſ-crate and. 
celebrate both Sacraments, was ev:r dertved from, and by Biſtops 
of the (hurch, as the chief  Cornſervators, Cifterns, and 
Condyits of all Eccleſiaſtical Authority, and Miniftcrial power, 
from the 'very Apaſtles the fir/t Biſhops of the Chureh, AQs 1,8. 
But, Sir, Is it determined and agreed on without, controverke, , 
that the power of Ordiaation was ever derived by ana frons, 
Biſhops (in his ſence paternal Biſhops) above, and diſlin& from | 
cesbyrers ? that ſo it muſt bz concluded No Ordination by.. 
Biſhops, no Miniſter, no-Cor.ſecrat'on or Celebration, of either 
Sacrament : And ſo where theſe Conſervators,Conduits, Ciſterns 
were never laid, or have been any way cut off, Eccleſia(tical 
Authority, and M'niſterial Power never came, or 1s removed, 
and quite gone ; for withour doubt this water muſt run inits 
own Pipes; were it not for that ſubordination. a=d depen-- 
dance of ordinary Miners, Shepherds, and Rulers wuato , 
and upon the Avgels, Preſidents, aud chicf Fatrers of his 
Epiſcopal Authority. he at afrer notetrh ;. I ſhouid by his agjinct 
Chief, have. conceived that he wo1ld grant. Sm? ſmall Prp:s 
had ran from the Apoſtles tins 5 in - n'02 with Chriſt orr chief” 
Biſhop, and derived Ecclej:aſt cal eAuhkirity, and Mintſte- 
rial power in the'c acenty of his Biſhops ; which, if he deny, the 
Church of Rope will erium; hin his Epiſcopal union with her. 
bur che. Reformed Churches can giwe: him little thanks for this. 
Church annihilating Notion. ; | | 
Again, Is it clear that Epr/cepal and Apoſiolical Miniſtry 
is idem ordo, the ſame kind, dillin& from. that of Paſtors and- 
Teachers? it muſt be imagined fo to be, whil't B:i{to;s only: 
as Biſt ops, lay ſo much claim tothe; immediate ſucceſſion: ta rhe 
Apeſiles : Thatthe Apoſiles had an Epiſcopacy, we cannot de-; 
ny ;: for we read of it in As 1.20, Nor I think can. ic, be: 
reaſonably denied\, that the feeding-ruling Elders at. Epheſus 
were Biſhps ; for ſo Saint Paul! called them, as: conſecrated, 
by che Holy Ghoſt, 4s 20.28, ard unmeaiate ſucceſſors bd 
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the Apoſites3 yer it is not'evident that they wereall Hrgels, 
Preſidents; and thief Fathers; and ſuch as ſet Timothy oven 
them as their Biſhop, muſt needs deny them ſo to have been; 
and then Sir, ſome that wanted th's paternal Authority, muſt 
be confeſſed \C:ſterns of Miniſterial Power, and Ecclejuaſtical 
Authority ,, andimmediare ſuce:ſſors to the Apoſtles ; an ſo the 
Bond bf Baptiſme binds' ro Gofþe!-MHiniſters., as the. exrheite 
and preceptroe' inſtitution of Chriſts' whil't Epiſcopal order can 
claim no mote bur :radition ; and thar very diſputable ; the Pre- 
latical Divines of our Nation would not be thus tyed co the ob- 
' ſervation ofthe Lords day ; norl to the obſetvarion of Eaſter; 
yer borkitheſe -( eſpecially the ficft') look as like an. :mmmediate 
inſtitution of Chriſt, preceptive and expl.cite, or tacite and ex- 
emplary } as any order or Kinde of Epiſcopacy he ſuggeſteth to be 
upheld by the bond of baptiſme. ; | 
As to what th: DoQtor addeth concetning the Signal and in- 

tolerable injwries offered tothe prr/ons of ſuch exc-llent z iſhops as 
England lately had, and ſtill may have, and the abatem:nt of 
the hononr of this whole: Churth and its Miniftry,&c.T with it may 
be conſidered, That th2 Covenant 1s not levelled againſt any 
Real Excell:xcy in the Biſhops, but an wnwarrantable great- 
' w#ſs, power, and anthori:y, aſſumed by then , © or a:tiibured to 
them ; which conferred an unfitting honour on the Church, #nd 
then the exclyfion of it is no jury; and the mighty 4bate- 
went thereof is a poſitive duty : I' cannot think but that /earn-. 
ng, and the aue horerr of theCh:rch, may and will be beft 
encouraved by the vailing of that pompous , worldly fate, and” 
wicked ſuperiority her Governours had obrained z th2 Churches: 
perſþricuity ſzems not to me {o neceſſary, that it muſt needs ſhine. 
in Lawn Sleeves , and ſucceſſion of Biſhops of paternal Autho-. 
rity over their brethren ;* nor know I to what Churches, fave, 
thoſe of Rowe ( who make the Succeſſion of their Biſhops the 
ſole and fingular' Note of the true' Church) a Superſedeas of ſuch. 
Epiſcopal ofder ) how ancient or venerable ſoever ic bz dzemed). 
can be ſo ſcandaſous as is ſuggeſted; TI am ſure few of the Re- 
formed Churches ſee canſe 1o to. judge it ; and then Sir, we find 
licrle force in rhis hs complicated Anſiver, | 

"Thus Sir, Thave made bold ro confider the DoQors mdrrett. 
anſwer and arguments,” wherein he' endeavoureth to ſhake and 
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ſubvere the whole Fabrick of the Soemn Lragne and Covenant ; 
andinthem ( to my judgement) there is ſo little of 
Reaſon, or true Religion, thar ir affords bur a poor ground for his 
inſulcing and r:iumphant diſcharge in, Page 13. Theſerhinge. 
being thus. premiſed, are ſufficient ( as I conceive) to abate the 
Edge and Kigour of the Covenant, and toravel that Cabel and 
Bond of Religions Obligation: For SIT, notwithſtanding his ſup- 
polal ( afſeried,) is good earneſt there is neither Law of Godor 
man requiring y mpoſimg , or comprobating. any ſuch Covenant : 
The Boayergeſies will find cauſe to thunder outterrour agaiaft 
Covenant-breaking, left Rhetoric al flouriſhes without Rreugth of 
Reaſens, ſhould releaſe the conſciences of the vulear from the. 
power of K-/ig:ous Bonds, IN .. 
Ic may bzSir, we ſhall find more Rrengrh in the DoQors 
His dire& an» down-right ſtroaks, than in his back-blows:. His bacteries in- 
ſer. his indire& anſwers atrempred, have beſpoken his. purpoſe co 
break in ſunder the Sacred Bond of the Covenant: His power 
roeffe& ic in point of Epiſcopacy; muſt appear in his dire& An-_ 
ſwer ; wherein ( we thank him) he looks on the Covenant 
in the ſofteft ſenſe that can be made, as it is a voluntary vewygr 
religious Bond, which private men fpontaneonſly took upon the. u- 
ſelves, ec. Buryethe ſuggeſteth 1t was raken by very f-w, not 
one fourth part of the Nation now living ; and thoſe few made 
to take it 'n the terors of Priſon, Innder,Sequeſtration, and the 
like wracks : Unto which ( before we obſerve his particular re- 
conciling Anſwers,relating to the ſpecial point of Epiſcopacy ) IL 
propound to conſideration, that _ | 
The paxcity of Covenanters will not diſcharge its obligation x, 
be there never ſo- few,] hope thoſe few may be free in afſerting, 
and muſt be faithful in adhering to the Covenant ; in which their 
confidence may be the greater, for that His moſt Sacred Majeſty 


<< 


comes in to make up the number. 

Butif the Door ſaw with my eyes,. he would nor ſuppoſe the 
mamber ro be ſmall; if all Tables were as legible as thoſe of 
the Lords and Commons, I believe their number would be found 
many more than the fourth part of the Nation. But can any 
conſiderable obſerver take notice the Covenant was impoſed on,, 
and ſubmitred unto, by all ſorts and degrees of men,in all Coun- 
tics, Cities, and Towns tendred ( and. fince teſtified by their. 

| publick. 
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as 7. 
publick -Tubſcrip:ions) by the moſt Miniſters in the ſeveral 
Counties, unto their individual Congregations, and thar under 
the ſucceſs of War, which uſually extenderh a Covenant unto all 


. whocome under its' influence, and yet (without the ſuppoſal 


of a very great morcality ) imagine , »ot the fourth part of the 
Nation to have taken y& Corthanc/The DoRor ſure judzeth by _ 
ſuch wittrwhom he converſeth ; and I eafily beiteve they are nor 


.afourth part of the Nation  -yet methinks he himſelf being ro 
be reckoned into th: number, might well conjure them to be 


More. : 

- Bur: again Sir, the capacity of the Covenanters is more con- 
fiderable than the member 3 and wilt make it a queſtian well 
-worth conſideration, Whether ic be not oblizatory ro thz whole 
Nation ? When I confider the Lords and Commons 1» Parl a- 
went aſſembled; and und-r thar notion and capacity ſweating 
the Covenant, as the colleRive body of the Nation, though nor 


near a fourth part in number ; Tam apt to think it looks very 


like a National Obligation : For 1 know not how they can take 
pardons, if they may not make promiſes in our names ; eſpect- 
ally when the aflent of His © Moft Sacred Majrly 1s made (o- 
lezible by His Royal SubjeRion ro the ſame Solemn League and 
Covenant. 1am much miſtaken if the Oath of Z-dek:ah and 
the Princes ( without popular delegates) did not bind the peo- 
ple of 1/rae!:” I hope the Do&or will be more wary, than to 
plunge rthe-whole Kingdom into perjury : That there was any 
fuch Logick as Priſons, Plunder, and Scqueſtrations , to en- 
force the Covenant, Iam nor well-pleaſed ; I nope be had more 
forritude than ro ſuffer his Reaſon and Religion to bz ſo capti- 
vated, he knoweth the will canor be compelled, and 1 imagine 
he will not make extortion by force, any more than frawd ab- 
ſolve the Obligation, and warrant the receſſion or violation: of 
an Oath ; he knows that Nature and Scripture do teach the con- 
traty, whatever was Cicero's affe&ion to him., he knows 
wherein he commends Pomponius the Tribune as to his extorted 
Oath ;- nor will a Caſuiſt deny, Tur ementum m:1tu extortum, to 
bind ; greater- ferce can befiege none to the waking of an Oath, 


nor greater fwry from God follow any for breaking the Oarh 


ſe forced, than that which befell Zedekyjab to the King; of 
Babylon. | AE 
Bur 


(38) 
"Bur let us ſee by, what irength.of Reaſon he worketh | our re- 
leaſe from this 2,9/#u#: cry, vow, thatwe allo: may be free-men ; 


nd it is produced ty ſeveral ſuggefilons ; whereof | 
* The firſt is a clear fophum or charm to vulgar conception; 7/ey 
Words in oarhs 7* 2 ( faithhe ) the bare words, of the Covenant , which us 
| do bind. , Charmes, con brnde any mans A Eorety'h, er againſt anything : 
It is very true;, for they may be hiſtorically. read, or repeated 
by ſuch who ate not capable of, or concerned in the obligati- 
on: ButSir, if (as inour caſe) the words be uttered as ex- 
* prefſions of the mind, and declarations of the purpoſe and re- 
ſolve of the heart to ergage God and men to expeQation of per- 
formance , I hope they then binde ; and that, not only becauſe 
the matter 1s jxſ?, tre, and good, but-alſo becauſe.:declared : 
Is not engagement ofexpeRation in others unto the' Obligation 
of cur ſelves the end of ſprech in Promiſes and Oaths ? whence 
elſe is that Caution of Caſuiſts, That the words of am: oath be 
pla're, and clesr, and commonly uſed andunderood , that the 
fallacy thereof may fall? I wonder at the Doors Antithelis of 
' words unto Reaſen ,: Fuſtice , Truth, Religion, ard Dury , 
" which we deny not. morally and really to oblige men either by 
"Gods gen. ral or particular precepts: but yet 1 (cannot believe 
them ro be as [ror or cAdamantixe bands to chuſe geo] and: 
da it , te bate evil andeſcthew , long before the withs' and 
"Cords of mans combining or tying are put. upen! them by then- 
felves or others : This ſounds :n my ears fik2 new Divinity , 
'and morality too; oh the folly of Nations, who confide more 
in the Withs and Cords of words, prom:ſes, Covenants , than 
in the Iron and Adamantine bonds of 7 rw hb, Juſtice, .avd Duty! 
"I muſt confeſs, I was ſo foolith, as to fancy myſelf bound to an 
AR, becauſe good, rſt, trur, arty, but much 'fafler bound, 
becauſe promijed or ſworne ; a: dT have known many men bo?- 
ole at an Oath or Promiſe, and fear to break ir, who-would make: 
-no bones of Re-ſor, Truth, Tui ce, Day, burtſnapthem in' 
ſunder like 2 firgletie z, and methinks. th2 Scripture placerh: x 
oreat deale of ſtrength in the words.of. a Vouy or Oath, Dev. > 3. 
23. That which goze out of thy lips. thou ſhalt keep and per- 
forme , as thou hat vowed it willirgly unto, the Lord thy. God ;; 
for thon haſt iÞ1k+1 it with thymauth : And ſurethere was m-(t 
Adamanine [trength in the words of Jephrah , which put him 
Irito 
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mrothar agony, and confirained. that our-try, 7 have opentd my 
nomth auto the Lord, and cannit go back, ? Judges x1. 35. If 
Oaths and Promiſes are but .7;:hs and Cords,. 1 marvel at the 
courſe and cuftomes of Nattons to lay them each on orher, as the 
only grounds of confidence;and T mach mere woncer,mens faich 
ſhould'be more fixed in 'Gods Promiſes , chin Properries ; 
and God,though under the 1roz bonds of his own mercy,juſtice, 
cruth;yer;for aflurance ake,ſhould bring himfelf under the withs 
«rd Cords of Promiſe ard Oath,andthen tell us by two immut ible 
things wherem it is impoſſible Gow ſhonld lie ; we ſhould hav: ſtrong 
conſolamen, Hebr 6:28; AED 6, OP 
His fecond ſuggeſtion is to me no' leſs ſtrange than the firſt ; p__ 
: 0 | £ 4 y mans 
( wiz.) 'Nor can.4ny ſuch Covenant bind uny man tt any Ca gh binds by 
ſcrentions bond, meiply by thy power of A mMmANS Own 1magina- his own imagi» 
6:04: I am ſure it can never bind him by che power of ar nation, 
ether mans ima.untioriz Oaths ouzhr ro be in words fignifi- 
cant,. whoſeſ:nc2 may be obvious ro every” common capacity; 
ſbutfingandſhiftingrhe ſence, and fignificarion of an Oari:, 
the ſnare and perplexircy of Conſcience,policy of Hell,and Sos 
philiry of the Dr'veb:: Menmult be carefuf ro underfiand every 
Reliz!ous Tie and Bond; and nor [ft to concerve by prejudice 
and rt ſumption ;, yet if hisowir imagination be not tharwhich 
muſt guide and bind'him, Fan miſtaken ; Texpe& men to ſes 
with their own eyes, 'and} be javed*by their owa faith-; and did 
ever conceive' diſcourſe, interpretation, infirution, and argu-- 
mentation, tolnend, nor a /Magift:rial [mp9/ition, bur infor- 
mation. of the mind, which mighrengehder &rizht imagination: 
for. men-.to-follow.. I know nor Sir, what your Ca:uitt may: 
make of an' Erroneons Conſcience; but Dr. Am'F hath cavohr us; 
Conſc.entia quamvis errans, ſemper ligat ; & ille peecat 94 agit- 
contra” Conſciemiams; an erroneous Conſcience doth ali ves. 
bind,: ſo thathe fins, who as contrary: thereunto ; which can: to 
| he,unteſs the Covenant bind by the power'of ammans own imag'* 
ajtion.'\ { , * le nn ha : . 
- , His third Anſwer I:do confeſs 1s dfawn withTome corfiderable Orrhs bnd 
ttength ;for 'voCoverant can bind: us' to the! rwinry of 'anoth; ys he ine 
Rughe:; Liberty.,, Power , of lawful- eAuthority , private of Jury of anotiice) 
pubbick,; except fuch as are 44s jure, involved in himſelf; and 
Jo-per avcidens,rars hindred,, and hurt in arid by them, ro £ 
LeCve : 
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believe he vaderftands: -bur Sir, it loſeth- its ftrength-in the 
. «/umption ; for it appears not that the extirpation of Prelacy as 
it is expreſſed in the Covenant, doth take away the /iberty, 
power, and lawfull authority of King , Biſhops, or Parliament ; 
himſelf tells us, the Covenant was levelled againk the deſpor:- 
cum tyrannicum Regimem; and I bave before noted, that it is 
the anwarrantable pomp and power, and unlawful authority, and 
ſuperiority of the Biſhops above other Miniſters , which is ex- 
cluded, and 'to be excirpated by the Covenext , untill the 
0bjet is agreed on, the force of this Argument may well fall. 
Yer give me leaveto tell che Doctor, it is worth his enquiry , 
whether the power of the King for reſtiration, and of the Biſhops 
for execstin and adminiftration of Epiſcopacie ( lately aRed in 
Ergland, and novv endeavoured to be reſtored ) be not fully , 
and actually, by a juft, lawjull, and compleat Authority, abclife- 
edand taken away by the ſtatute of 17 ( «rol:, repealing hat 
whole branch of the ſtatute primo Elizabethe , which authori- 
zed the juriſdition of Epiſcopacy; and barteth his moſt /a- 
cred Majeſty from giving Commiſſions thercunto, and forbid- 
ding all Ranks and Orders Eccleſiaſtical from a&ing upon any 
ſuch Commiſſion, in any matter or thing «hatſoever : Sir, 
moſt men think that this power was- lawful, and the Hierar- 
chy of England, was (wi juris to, and within the power of 
King, Loras, and Commons ; aid this diſcharge of Epiſcopacy to 
have been no injury, and co bave beenacted long before the Co- 
venant did exiſt, and ſo 'the Covenant was but an enforce- 
menc of this Law; and thea Sir, if there 'be a Parliament which 
may look, upon Biſhops and Epiſcopacy with a more propitions eye, 
than thoſe who beheld ir through the Presbyterian [peftacles , it 
will be north enquiry, whether the Covenant (as is before no- 
ted) be not a Nariepsl Covenant , and bindeth- not the Patlia- 
ment from propounding, and praying, and his'moſt facted 
Majelty from aijcnting onto the re-eſtabliſhmenc thereof? agd 
ſo whether the preſent aings of ſome Biſbops and Deans be 
not without Legal'-and juſt authority z and the 'impoſing or 
. endeavouring to return that (by Statute) abeſiſhed, and(by Co- 
venant ) excluded Fabrick, be not a tra n-of the Law, 
_ and pf nnging the Nation into perjury?.which how / confiſtent 
it 'is with the honour of King or :Kingdom:, let wiſe:men 
Judge. - The 
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The DoQors fourth, fifth, and eighth Suggeſtions do refate unto the 
Loed of Epiſcopacie , concerning which , he ſuppoſeth « goed, which 1 
muſt confeſs I am not clear to admit ; as for that good itn this, which 
is common to all Governments (2iz.) ihe Principles and proper- 
tions of Order, Subordixation, and Government , we ſhall not deny it, 
only conceive it is not here pleadabl:, for, it may be continued in the 
Government which ſhall be eſtabliſhed , but -as to thar of guid 1» it, The good- 
by Scriptural Precepis and Patterns in the fewiſh Church, Ap-Folique bo of E- 
conſtitutioni, and Primitive uſe of Eccleſiaftical caftome, and hcly COD " 
mens general approbation , and univerſal imitation, it is under dif- 
pute, and not yer obvious,and ſonot of force to-conclude-for it ; and 
as to Englands experience of the much good done by it, ſince the Re- 
formation, it is very obſcure , whiPſt the beft of benefir imaginable to 
have been reaped by-it, hath been to preſerve the Reformarion in the 
fate and degree in which King Edward the ſixth , and Queen E1iza-s 
beth leftir; for wherein hath Epiſcopgcie promoted it ? nay, rather 
wherein hath not Epiſcopacie ( by its ſilencing and ſuſpending 2e4- 
lous HMinifters, excommunicating, impriſoning, baniſhing , and ſtitma- 
rizing pious Chriſtians , for no fanlt at all ſave endeavinring it) re- 
rarded. the progreſs and perfetion of the Reformation ? nay, bath 
not Epiſcopacie ( by its turning our Chancels into railed inſantta [an- 
Aorums, our Communian-tables into adered eAltars, our glaſs 'win« 
dows into popiſh piltures, and changing our common and eſtabliſhed Li- 
turgy into a more compleat conformity to the Popiſh Maſol ok for form 
of adammiſtration, Order of wirſhip, Rites and Ceremomes )Orought the 
Reformation intoa moſt palpabie and apparent Retrogradarion ? and 
hath not then. your Door cauſe to' te}l us ic were extream folly, avd 
madneſs , prophaneneſs, and blaſphemy to cry it down as evill, and en- 
gage in Covenant againſt it as ſuch? truly Sir, toall his ſuppoſed good 
whereby it is-/o beneficial ( in his eye ) to the being, compleat and- 
. regular being of any Church, and none more than Ensland, I hal 
only oppeſe that cne evill, for which ( we-etberEin it co more) it de» 
ſerveth .to- be gdecricd , . and extirpated by the” Covenant , »nd that 
evill 1 find' fo inherent to Epiſcopacy, that this very moderate man 
. Cannot divide them, ( viz.) the not only degrading all ordinary Pa- 
ſtors and Miniſters in the ſight of the people ( making their Mint- - 
fiery greatly ineffetual ( but-alſo diveſting them of all authority , 
and ſuperiority over the people, preferring the people ro, and above 
them, as their equals - and” ſuperiours ; whereby all their adminiſtra- 
tions whil* in black Coats , aro Ss "of to be meer {| yphers , y 
| whic 
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which the Biſhops Laws ſiceves muſt be the only figure (gnificant : 
Sir, can it be leſs than duty, to extirpate that which doth engroſs to- 
its ſelf, and ſo enecvate in others, all Goſpel Diniftery 2 it Cephas 
and Apollo be no: Minifters of Jeſus Chriſt, as well as Pay/the Apotle, 
I ſee no cauſe to chide the Corsthians for their Schiſme ; but paſſing 
his Hypotheſis, let us try the ftrength of his Propoſitions by which he 
would bind the Coveranter to. his Epiſcopacy , and. they ſound very 
ſirangely in my ears. | 
I. A (ovenant canbind no manin conſcience againſt any thing that 
is in its nature good , or ot orally evil, for this were to bind 4 
Oaths may 94s ſelf and others beyond Gods eternal righteowſneſs , this is unto- 
bind a- mea leſſon of new Divinity , for Sir, be pleaſed to note; that the 
pu ngood good he ſpeaks of is narzre/, not moral, much leſs Theological good , 
*N': tt is a good which is not init ſelf neceſſary , bur may be neceſla:y in 525 
time and place, ſothatitis a plain Adiaphoron,a thing indifferent : rhac 
ro bind men to what is morally evil, is a Covenant of hell, I can eaſily be 
convinced ; but, that ro bind them againſt what is allowed of God as goid 
ard lawfxl ( but nor duty neceſſary untill circumftanced with time and 
place ) ſhould be ſo, is fure but one Doors opinion. I did ever 
conceive Adjaphorons to be ſubje to the Magiftrates command, and a 
mans own Covenant, and ſo diſtin& from Divine preſcriptio1, "the 
eating of fleſh is in its nature good, a»d 9t morally evil; the Apoiile is 
apt to Covenant: with a weak brother never to eat fleſh ; is this to 
bind bimſeclf beyond Goastternal bonds of righteouſneſs, or in a Covenant 
with hell ? T miſtake ſuch Caſviſts as I have read, if they conclude nct 
the contrary. 
| 2, No man may vow or Covenant, much leſſe keep any ſuch Covenant 
Oaths a- as be hath taken intentionally ag ainſt the evil, corruption or abuſe of any 
gainſt evil ; ing, ſo as to involve the good and nſefulne(s of it and to condemn that to 
7 pt deſtruttion aud extirpation. Truly Sir, I muſt confeſs not only judi- 
and _k cial ( ſuch as is his inftance of the Jndg * of all the earth in his righte- 
do binde, ous deftribution towards S-dow, and ſo impertinent to his caſe)but al- 
ſo rational, and Religions diſgrirnination of objeRsis good, and neceſ- 
fary, but that a Covenant invo.ving good and »ſefulneſs , whilſt it is 
intended againſt evil. and 3buſe , istherefore-v5id, and not to be kept, T. 
cannot believe : | haveread, 7uramentun non eſſe illicitum ant cbligan- 
Sanderſon 4; vim non amittere preci'e ab hoc, quod videtur efſe impeditivum majo- 
def +, 7s boni, an oath is not thereforevoid, becauſe it hinders a greater (that 
LE a '*" is, more than ſimple ) g:10d: I ſhall willingly wiſh men may not be ſo- 
Sc&12. tranſported as to ſwear againſt 4 good whea it can'be ſeparated = 
| | Ee 
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the evil; nor yet to diſcharge the Oath ,; becauſe. the. good . ( which 
might have been divided) is involved: Icis a mans dzty to diftinguifh 
between the Super/truftures of men,and foundation of Chriſt ani bus A- 
poftles ( of which order his Epiſcopacy doth nor yer appear-) And iris 
a mans liberty to reſtrain himſelf from thething thats in irs own na« 
Lure good and uſeful , 'when attended with plain and pofitive.,- nay,ac- 
cidental evil. I kney a man paſling through an old rotten houſe, gota 
knock on his pate, and in his paſſion, ſware he would pull it down and 
burn itevery tick ; his work-men adviſed him to uſe ſome of the ma- 
terials good and uſeful-in his new Fabrick ; the good man is” conſciotis 
of his Oath (though raſhand unadviſed) Will the DoRor pleaſe to re- 

ſolve his conſcience? Or again, Hezek:ah obſerves the brazenſerpenr 
(the ſometimes means, and now Memorial of 1ſrae/s remedy,and type 
of the Redeemer)abuſed to Idolatry,ſweareth he will deftroy.ic,and ac- 
cordingly executes his Oath : Suppoſe it at that time(as it had irs good) 
to be as uſeful as before, it will puzzle me to charge him with iniquity 
for ſo doing. | 

Thirdly, *© No man can in conſcience be bound by any ſuch Covenant 


againſt that which may upon ſecond thoughts and after-view, and je thac 
better information , appear-to 'be good and uſeful to him; he is here ſweareth 
bound not to keep his Covenant w the latitude of hs miſt ahes and pre- © his own 
ſumptions ', nor to aft according to his prejudices and former ſuppoſ als, hurt, is 


but rather to retratt his raſhuefſe and unadviſedueſſe in taking it at 
firſt, and to aft according to his preſent evidence of what ts truejuſh, 
good, lanful, and uſeful; even in Epiſcopacy , &c, Truly Sir, this 
15 to me ſuch ſtrange divinity,that I cannot bur wonderD.D.ſhould be 
attendant on the aflertor of it; I am ſureif itbe admitted, one reaſon 
produced by no mean Caſuiſt to defend the Obligation of an Oath 


* bound, 


extorted by fear, muſtfall ro the ground , Elegit id quod runc viſumeſt 5,1, » 
fb melius, he choſe that which he then c::c:ived to be the beſt ; but nin . 
according to our Caſuiſt, he might on an after-view diſcern hurtful , Lef?.qSeft 
and ſo retraft: How happy and cheering would ſuch a reſolution as 75+ | 


this have been unto Fephrtah in his anguiſh and out-cry , 1 have 6- 
pen:d my mouth unto the Lord , and cannot go back! Why man , can 
you not on ſecond thoughts and an afterview ſee the goodneſs and 
uſefulneſs of your daughter? Rerradt the raſhneſſe and nnau23ſcedneſſe of 
thy vow; anda& according to thy preſent evidence ; Nay , how ad- 
vantagious had this reſolution been to frael, when Joſhzah and the 
Princes preſerved the Grbeontes to be pricks in the ees,, and thornes 
31 the ſide of Iſracl? Towhatend do they plead, He have ſworne #n- 
E 2 
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to them by the Lord, now th:refore we may net touch them» Why, muſt 
. they needs a& to the /atirude of therr preſump' 1015 & miſtakes? could 
' they not on ſecond thoughts and after view diſcover their craft, and 
diſcern them to be of the people commanded by God to be deftroy'd, 
dangerous to diſturb thetr peace, and divert them from their Religt- 
on? How ſad was the fate of the ſons of Sax in the want of ſuch a /o- 
lution asthis which might have ſaved chem all fron hanging? for the 
Scripture witneſſeth, That Saw! flew th: Gibroaites in his 2241 to the 
chilaren of 1ſra:l and Jfndah, 2. Sam. 21, 2. Withour doybr on ſeco 4 
thoug bts and an afier-view of the good which might enſue on the vio- 
. lation of that Covenant caught by fraude, I hope, our Prelates will 
| take care-in the next Imprethon of th2 Commen- Prayer-B>ok, to 
make the words in P{a/. 15. ver. 5. conform to-Pſal., 105. vrÞ, 28: it 
is but the expun&ion of a Negative particle, and for d:/obedieat, we 
reade obedient; and for repenterh net, We reade repenteth; and [> the 
Chara&er of a man for heaven ſhall be conform to our Caſuis reſo- 
lution and Scriptvre-Text, He that ſwearcth to his owne hart, and repea- 
teth: I cannot but commend the corre&ion of this verſe to theDrs. 
care; for az it is nov read, it is not one!y different from the Original, 
but alſo diffonat to his do&rine whi.t1t 15 read 1n the Old Common- 
prayer-Book, He that ſweareth to his neighbour, and dfappo:nte:b hims 
not, though it were to his own hindrance, 

Thus Sir, I have tryed the firength of the Drs. A-gquments; and fin] 
in them very lictle force to re&ihe conſcience, releaſe Sc. Pezer,and. 
reconcile the Ccvenant with Epiſcopacy.Truly Sir,wereEpiſcopacy in 
ic ſelf never \» good, yet it mutt appear neceſſary before it break 
through the bond of the Cove 12 t : Ic is now indeed high time ro learn 
righteoſ1eſs and wiſdomithe which works not more 11 any thing, than 
a cor ſcientions cleaving tothe Covenant,and paying the vows made. toGod 
inthe day of affiiftion: I freely conſent with him,that rhe caurious and 
eonſcientious covenaner take a calmer view, and exatter m:a'ure than 
perhaps he did at the fir. But methinks he ſhould not leave thzm ro 
rules of ſo grear latitude, that will not only diſcharge che Covenant, 
but all Sacred Religious ties : Whar Oaths can bind, if words are of 
no force, or bur withs and cords? his owne 1maezinatton of no influ- 
ence ? no good may b2 excluded or involved? and fecond thoughts 
diſcovering uſefu'neſs wiil diſcharge it ? where ſhal' bz tho certainty of 
humane contra&s or force of R-ligious bonds, if theſe princip'es be 
admitred ? who ſhall ever ſcruple ro make, or care to keep a *Cove- 
nant, if other mens interpretations mult dire& ir, and our own retra- 
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Qion 0n ſence of r2ſhreſſe, my diſcharge it * If Sir , theſe Propoſicions be the Dy-  * 
&rs props for Epiſcopacy,it w'll appear too prophine for pious men to meddte with; , 

Sir, I dcubt nor bur he and all men ſhsll find every conſcientious Covenanter en< 
joy the comfort of his arcomplifhed Oath , when in bis place he bath ſeaſonably ad-' 
wiſed , bumbly petitioned, and lawfully endeauvured, to remove Englands old Hie- 
rarchy ; and to reſtore ſuch an Epiſcopicy , to te exerciſed by the Officets of the 
Church in Com non, and good order, as is rexeſt the Scripture, Pi imitive pratice 
and p:riwsfion of ſober , grave, pious, and learned men, ſuch as was the late Pci- 
mate of Armab; but if either His Moſt Sacred Majeſty, of any other in Aus 
thor'ty fail in the ex::cile of their capaiiy ( as the late perfidious. Kump 
in cheir traitecous and unckaritsb'e Declication of September 20. 1650, walici- 
oufly (uzgcſted , he would, and as he (e: ms :o hope ) co 4 the ends of On: 
Covenant, I hopc ic ſha'l be no off. nce to moura for their iniquity , and.the ini- 
quicy ofthe Land 3 nor will it be inconſiſtent to tHat humble ſubmr ſon , aRive or * 
paſſive, I confeſs we all owe unto his Moſt S+cred Myzelty ; whatever ſhall be rhe 
eftabiiſhmenr in the Church ( th- azh nev © {> corrupt, yer ) wailſt confiltent with 
falvacion,thouzh i: may cccalion to me ſuffering, 42d 4. ufp.nce of my Miniſtry, by 
Gods grace it ſhall nut eff & inme, cr 1..ch 0a whom [ tavean influ-nce , Schiſm: 
from the Church, or Pefiſtince of his M: jeſties juſt Right and Avuthoricy z for 
who.n as | have not ſuffered the leſt, ſoif God ſhould fo farie leave Him ( which. 
God forbid ) I am ready. by him tv ſuffer the urmoſt, inidherence ro the Solcrun 
Leag 'e and Covenant , umili it be Ciſcovried 4a band of iniquity , a ſnare and gin 
for Schiſme and Selition to aft by 81 the diſhonour of God, and reproach of Re- 
formel Religion: Yer I cannot but moſt heartily pray for the boveſt and inge- 
nuous Reformation of Epiſcopacy beyond the ſormer defeAive or exceſſtve Conftitu- 
rion or execution of it; which I doubt noc will eff:& the corruption and extirpa- 
tion covenanted. 

I confeſs every conſcientious Covenanter cwerh this Juſtice and duty. 

1. ToGod, ** 19 approve, love, deſire, and uſe what is good , not being within 
h's own power, ard excluded by his Oath or Coven:mt 3 may, and muſt, are things 
yery diffe ent, | CI 

2, © To obey the King 4s chief Governour of (hurch and State en-oyning things law- 
ec ft and honeſt ( ſa not Covenant: d 1g3ialt ) though n0ztbe very beſt. 

3- Topity ** the Biſhops and Fathers of the ' burch who have been: there too inju- 
© rjovs, 0r itt urtouſly uſed, 3nd pull down all proud Prelates and paternal Authority 
over Presbyters , which ab-ſ2 their brechren , and dcbaſe their M:niſt. y, becauſe in 
a black Coar. | 

4. To encour»ge Miniſters,3nd endeayour the recue of them from diviling Fati- 
ons and popular inſolencies which have befillen th m for want of tbe King,and Eccles» 
fiaſtica' O. der, but may be «<njoyed without a Biſhop advanced in power aboye hisB-e- 
thren. 

5. Love tothe Church, in endexvouring its unity, peace, and proſperity in the ruine 
of P.elacy and eſtablichment of an Epiſcopaty and ovec- fight duly conftirmed a1.d cares 


- fully ex cured. 


6. Care tohis own ſoul, inward and eternal peace, not 16 be courened by gleſſes, 
courted by Rheroric:] Auciſhe:, nor cuegelies ow! of his Covenant by moſt birer 
ſaff:rings, bur to cleave unto it with care, conſtancy, 2nd d ligence, and take heed of 
all ſopbiſtical (o/u:3-ns, and ſubtle reeonci}iations,which ende. your ro bafflc the Co» 


venanand break in pieces the very power of Religious bonds, $5 
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"Sir, Knowing how tendey and delicate a thing Conſcicuce is , yer fearing it might 


"be baffl:d and deluded by Sopb:ſtry und:ſcovered; I have preſumed to ſur- 
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theTurks, 
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292, 


much alike unto it(I pray you pardon t 


veigh your DoRors Solution of the Covenant, and give an account of my apprehen- 
ſions of it; Covenant-breaking is fo direful 4 God-proveþing ſin, that-I tremble 
to think of Englands leaſt rendencie to it; whatever men fancie to themſelves of 
the Covenant being the Rock of bis late Majeſties ſhipwraih, ir is viſible that the 
violation of it hath been the deſtrufFion of our late Eſurpers, who laid it afide that 
they might leap into their Chair of State; and it cannot be denied to have beene 
the chief and only means of his Majeſtics moſt juſt and honourable Reſtirution 
and anadherencie to ir (I doubt not) will prove the eſtabliſhment of his Royal 
Throne; I cannot therefore but be grieved to finde contempt poured on the Cove- 
nant, not only by the vulgar, bur ſuch wheſe ranck and gravity ſhould make them 
more ſenſible of the weight and worth of an Oath, 

When Sir your DoCors Solution came firſt inte my hands, the Speech of Fu{ian 
Cardinal of Saint Angelo concerning the League of {adiſlarus King of Hungary 
with Amurath the Turk,came into my memory; and one obſervation ſeems too 

he compariſon)the pretended principle of the 
one was Zeale for the Cburch, and love of Religion, and ſo of rhe other ; the ſccpe 
of the one was to d:/charge th? Oath, and ſo of the other ; the method of the one 
was to abſolve by colour and pretence of binding under the Oath ; ſo of the other: the 
Arguments of the one were defe7 of authority from Gods Vicar on earth, conſent of 
Confederates, contrariety to farmer Coven nts, excluſion of greater good , expoſal to 
reproach and ſcanda!, vaſbneſſe and unaduviſedneſſe in makirg, and the like ; and ſuch 
are the arguments of the other : the one was by a man of eminencie, and eſteeme, 


_ and engaged inthe ſame Oath; ſo isthe other : ſuch is Sir the agreement in every 


eint} that it would much berter have become a Jeſuite or Popith Cardinal than a 

roteſtant Door, I cannot bur pray they may not agree in their intended end, the 
breach of the Covenant ; leſt God make them agree in the miſerable effi, the loſſe 
of the Chriſtian Cauſe, ruine of Kingand people,and their perperual infamy. 

I ſhall Sir trouble you no longer, ſave to rell you this anſwer was diſpatched in 
two days ; and had waited on you much ſocner,bur thar I hoped ſome more eminenc 
and able pen would have pleaded the Cauſe of the Covenant, and matched the 
Door ſuitably ro himſelf ; ſuch as it is you now have it; 1 defire it may be weigh- 
ed in the ballance of Reaſon and Religion , without reſpe& unto the perſon ; who 
by his mcannefſe and many calumnies (which yer he weareth as hjs crown) is ob- 
noxious to no little prejudice z bur if he prove 'a Taylors Gooſe, het and beauie , bur 
blinde and dark, will be contented to wear the Cap : whilſt reſolved to approve 
himſelf no lefle zealous in the Religious than he hath appeared in the Political or 
Civil part of the So/emmn? League aud Covenant ; and make it his care tc give God 
the things that are Gods, az Ceſar the things that are Ceſars, 


SIR, 
Farewell, be faithful. 
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' Taly 8th, 1 oy 
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